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A Letter From Steve's Son, Henry

Dear Dad,

Hey man, how’s it going, dude? These are the
words that you almost always say when-you try to
start a conversation with me. Rather dumb, yes,
but by now I know what they really mean.

I don’t think I've really understood you well

all the while we’ve been in the same world.
From what I’ve heard from Mom and others,
you’ve always been the hard working, strict,

and shrewd businessman, yet whenever we spend
time together, you always presented yourself as
someone rather silly. Eventually I can tell that
you’ve made quite an effort in trying to connect
with me, whether talking randomly about aliens
and pyramids or cracking dirty jokes that only we
could understand and find funny,

I appreciate all that you’ve given me in my
upbringing. You did not restrict my interests, nor
did you force me to undergo any activities that I
don’t particularly like. Back when you tried to
have me play golf, I protested vehemently, and
you stopped my lessons. Yet when you introduced
me to horseback riding, my passion in it caused
you to continue support this activity, despite its
being rather expensive.




As you know, my life’s passion is in
paleontology, an academic field that would most
likely not make a lot of money. Most Asian
parents would probably try to nudge a child with
such crazy goals into pursuing something else, but
you didn’t. You not only supported my dinosaur
stuff, you even looked into it yourself, bﬁying
dinosaur books for me and funding an
archaeological expedition in Taitung. Our visit
last summer to the field museum there made me
realize that I must broaden my perspective in my
quest to understand the past, even if I retain my
specializations.

You also did many other things for your family
(grandparents and my aunts and uncles). It was
pretty evident that you were the leader of the
household, despite being extremely filial to your
parents. One day I might have to assume the role
of leadership to my younger cousin as well, and

I plan to become as charismatic as you were.

I have learned from Mom that your power over
your siblings also entails great responsibility,

and it is the fact that you took care of them so
that they respect you. Maybe it is something I
have to change as well, particularly with my
attitude towards Pearl. I didn’t respect her much,
nor did I care much for her due to our contrasting
personalities. This is something I have to change
in order to grow up.

As for your care for others, a number of this I




didn’t even learn of until after your death.

I have since learned of the philanthropic
activities you’ve partaken in, not only with the
Seth society but also with many others. When you
were alive you always told me that the greatest
type of people helps themselves and others, and
the worst type of people harms themselves and
others. I have determined to become a person
about as great as you are, maybe a bit more or a
bit less. In addition of becoming a scientist (a
good one at that) I also plan to learn some
strategies in investment and money management,
perhaps in fields of biotechnology and education
(both of which I think I know more/care more
about). Having these goals and working towards
them would be a better way of living up to your
memory than lamenting over your not being

here anymore, won’t you agree?

From now on, I should shut up and start bettering
myself, actually making some progress perhaps.
That would definitely make me happy, and I
know it would also make you happy, and
hopefully a lot of other people would be happy.

Anyway, thanks for everything. I don’t even
know whether you can acknowledge me writing
this, but if you can, I love you.

Love,
Henry




A Letter From Steve's Daughter, Pearl

Dear Dad,

Although you have departed in a physical sense,
I will always be influenced and touched by your
spirit. Every day, I will try and live up to your
work ethic and life views. For example, I must
try to be the best in everything I do. Thus, I
hope I will make you proud with whatever I
choose to pursue. I am amazed at how you always
make time to love and care as a father amidst
your hectic schedule. I hope I will be as lucky as
you one day and spread love to every aspect of
my life as well.

I will miss the way we spontaneously go to night
markets and stuff ourselves full with all sorts of
glorious Taiwanese food. No matter where we go,
I always feel so carefree, since we are always
joking around. The most important lesson you
have taught me is to be my own person, or else

I will be forever lost. Taking this in stride,

I will take this lesson wherever I go, with you

as a compass guiding my heart.

Love,
Pearl
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